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About 50 of McDaniel College’s incoming freshmen braved the heat for a few 
hours on Tuesday to create thousands of items to support Westminster 
Recreation and Parks events, serving the community while getting acclimated 
to their new home. 

Hundreds of capes and bunny ear headbands made by the new students will 
be distributed to children at free community events. Their efforts will save the 
parks and rec department countless hours of labor, said program coordinator 
Sarah Totushek, 23, of Sykesville. 

“This makes them feel a part of what we’re doing in the City of Westminster,” 
Totushek said. “The rec and parks department brings a lot of benefits to the 
economy, to the businesses, to the families that live here. The activities we 
offer are really attractive to a lot of people. What we’re doing here is really 
great, so it’s great for [the new students] to understand the mission and feel 
like they’re a part of this.” 

McDaniel Local is a two day, one-night experience that serves to provide an 
introduction to Westminster for many incoming students. It’s an orientation 
event where students also select classes and meet classmates. In addition to 
the 50 students who helped the parks department Tuesday, another 50 split 
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into smaller groups to volunteer with The Arc, Habitat ReStore, Westminster 
Rescue Mission and The Carroll County Farm Museum. 

This week was the fourth of five McDaniel Local cohorts. 

McDaniel Local service leader Gabrielle Somers, 20, a rising junior, said she 
was inspired to become more involved with the experiential learning program 
after a positive experience planting trees at the McDaniel Environmental 
Center before her freshman year. 

“It gives you purpose to feel like an important asset to your community,” 
Somers said, “and I wanted to provide the same feeling to other freshmen, to 
foster connections with other freshmen and with their community.” 

Westminster Recreation and Parks began providing a volunteer experience 
several years ago, with around 15 students at a time. Totushek said having 
more students contribute this year is an enormous help to the department.  

“That has been a really big deal for us because it’s helped so much with getting 
things done,” Totushek said. “They are almost completing these projects that 
take us sometimes weeks to complete.” 

In total, the students created 300 capes to be distributed at the department’s 
free magic, comedy, circus show at 4:30 and 6 p.m. on July 15 at City Park; 
helped match plastic egg halves after a particularly well-attended Easter egg 
hunt this year; cut around 6,000 bunny ears to make around 1,000 headbands 
ahead of next year’s Easter celebration; attached candy canes to 2,000 cards 
that will promote the Santa house this winter; and sorted VIP tokens for 
Westminster’s annual Wine Stroll, Oyster Stroll, and Beer and BBQ Stroll 
events. 

Javon Jones, 18, said the community service element of his McDaniel Local 
experience was positive. 

“It’s always a joy helping out for the kids,” Jones said. “When I was younger, 
we really didn’t do stuff like this, so it’s always fun to just help out whenever I 
can.” 
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Kiajah Davis, 18, said she is looking forward to the life lessons she is bound to 
learn while living in Westminster. 

“I’m going to learn a lot of new stuff,” Davis said, “I know that for sure.” 
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