Investing in infrastructure improvements at WRM's Food
Program

Oct 29, 2022

The Westminster Rescue Mission, the largest food re-distributor in Carroll
County received $998,400 in federal grants this month for its food
distribution addiction healing centers... Of the money that the
Westminster Rescue Mission received $910,400 will go into improving
infrastructure according to Executive Director Stephanie Halley, such as
purchasing a new refrigerator truck that will help expand food
distribution... The grant money also will be used to repave heavily
trafficked parking lots, install ample outdoor lighting and replace the
facilities traditional lock system...
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Morgan Crull, community food resource manager, transfers a shipment of fresh produce to cold storage at Westminster Rescue Mission on
Thursday. BRIAN KRISTA/CARROLL COUNTY TIMES PHOTOS

Big financial boost
for Rescue Mission

Nearly $1 million in
infrastructure funding

By Thomas Goodwin Smith

he Westminster Rescue Mission,

the largest food re-distributor in

Carroll County, received $998,400

in federal grants this month for its

food distribution and addiction
healing centers.

The funding was awarded Oct. 12 by the USS.
Department of Agriculture via the American
Rescue Plan to support rural health care facili-
ties. A total of $110 million in grants were given
outacross the United States.

Of the money that the Westminster Rescue
Mission received, $910,400 will go to improv-
ing infrastructure, according to Executive
Director Stephanie Halley, such as purchasing
anew refrigerated truck that will help expand
food distribution.

Halley added that it is often more difficult
to raise funds for infrastructure than for other
projects.

“Need has just grown,” Halley said, “and
with our evolving place as a hub where we are
getting food to and from places and people, we
absolutely need that kind of infrastructure.”

The grant money also will be used to repave
heavily trafficked parking lots, install ample
outdoor lighting and replace the facility’s tradi-
tional lock system with a keyless entry system
to improve security. Westminster Rescue
Mission and Addiction Healing Center is at TOP: Stephanie Halley is the executive director of the Westminster
658 Lucabaugh Mill Road. Rescue Mission. The mission s a nonprofit Christian organization with

“It gets pretty dark out here in rural Carroll an addiction healing center, community food distribution and other
County,” Halley said, “and we need tokeepour ~ community outreach services. It recently received a rural development
people on campus safe. We need to provide  grant, much of which will go to improving infrastructure. ABOVE: A

client works to unload a shipment of food to the storage facility at the
Turn to Mission, Page 3 mission.

Carroll
15th in
state for
longevity

County life expectancy is at
784 as national rates decline

By Nene Narh-Mensah
Capital News Service

National life expectancy has decreased
for the second year in a row, according
to new data released by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. Mary-
land’s life expectancy also fell, according
to 2020 statistics from the state, which is
the latest available data.

Carroll County ranks 15th for life expec-
tancy among Maryland’s 23 counties plus
Baltimore City, tied with Prince George’s
County. In Carroll, the overall life expec-
tancy is 784 years. It is the same for white
residents, but drops to 776 for Black resi-
dentsin Carroll.

Life expectancy isn't distributed evenly
across Maryland. There are pockets
where life expectancy is higher than the
state average of 78.6 years, particularly
in Montgomery, Howard, and Frederick
counties. Montgomery and Howard coun-
ties had the highest life expectancies, 84.2
and 82.7 years respectively. Baltimore City
and Cecil County had the lowest, 71.8 and
75.1 years respectively.

White women in Montgomery County
have the highest life expectancy of any
demographic group measured in this
report, 86.2 years. Black men in Baltimore
City have the lowest life expectancy at 63.9.
This is 0.8 years fewer than the average
retirement age for men in 2021 according
to the Center for Retirement Research and
represents a difference of 22.3 years in life
expectancy for people born in jurisdictions
alittle more than an hour drive away.

Life expectancy for Black men remains
the lowest of the demographic groups
measured in Maryland at 71.8 years
compared to that of their white male coun-
terparts, 77.1 years.

Only three counties had populations
where the life expectancy of white women
fell below the state average of 78.6 years
(Allegany, Somerset and Cecil). The life
expectancy of Black women was below the
state average in 11 counties.

In 2021, the national life expectancy in
the United States dropped to 76.1 years,
from 77 years in 2020. And from 2019 to
2020, life expectancy declined by 1.8 years,
making it the biggest two-year decline
in life expectancy since the early 1920s,
according to the CDC.

The health organization attributed most
of the decline to the COVID-19 pandemic.
COVID-19 deaths made up nearly 74% of
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‘No need to

panic’ about
rockfish

Still, juvenile numbers below
average for 4th straight year

By Christine Condon
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